
Business Pressures 
on Life-Saving Drugs:
A New Model for Commercializing Synthetic Heparin

Sponsored by: Severino Center for Technological Entrepreneurship at the Lally School of Management & Technology, and Cornell University’s Center for Life Science Enterprise.  Presented in Buffalo, NY, via of 
NYS Center of Excellence in Bioinformatics & Life Sciences and University of Buffalo Offi ce of Science, Technology Transfer and Economic Outreach; in Ithaca, NY, via the Cornell Nanobiotechnology Center; 
in Syracuse, NY, via MedTech and the Syracuse Technology Garden; and in Rochester, NY, via the Bioscience Center in development by the University of Rochester Medical Center and High Tech Rochester. 
Organized by: Shreefal Mehta, PhD MBA, Executive in Residence in the Severino Center at Rensselaer’s Lally School.  Marketing assistance provided by BioCONNEX and New York Biotechnology Association.
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Take a large, established, highly regulated market...throw in a hot new invention...
put it under intense political scrutiny and pricing pressures...and what do you get??

A fascinating seminar to open our Eighth Year. 

Heparin - the life-saving, clot-prevention drug - has a global market, with annual sales in the billions of dollars.  Made 
from porcine intestines mostly from Chinese slaughterhouses, this supply chain was recently arrested after the discovery 
of deadly contaminants in the fi nished drug product.  Dr. Linhardt, an expert in carbohydrate chemistry, and heparin 
in particular, has demonstrated a synthetic process for making heparin, ensuring a safer, alternate supply.  How will 
the economics of the industry impact this new drug on its way to market?  What are the specifi c business and technical 
issues in taking a new drug to market, and how will they play out for this new invention?


