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Sponsored By: National Grid – Heslin Rothenberg Farley & Mesiti P.C.- Watson, Bennett, Colligan, Johnson & Schechter LLP – Buffalo Niagara 
Enterprise - Erie County Industrial Development Agency (ECIDA) – NYS Center of Excellence in Bioinformatics & Life Sciences - NYS Foundation for 
Science, Technology and Innovation (NYSTAR) – UB Office of Science, Technology Transfer and Economic Outreach (UB STOR) – Freed Maxick & 
Battaglia PC 
 
2009 Explore Buffalo Niagara Committee Members and Participating Organizations:  
Buffalo Homecoming, Buffalo Niagara Enterprise, The Economic Development Group, infoTech Niagara, Insyte Consulting, Lippes Mathias Wexler 
Friedman LLP, NYS Center of Excellence in Bioinformatics and Life Sciences, Nottingham Advisors, RENEW NY, UB Center for Entrepreneurial 
Leadership, UB STOR, Upstate Venture Association of New York (UVANY), Watson, Bennett, Colligan, Johnson & Schechter LLP, Western New York 
Venture Association 
   
 

 
 
 
  
 
Full Agenda: 
 

 
 

 
 

 

8:00AM – 9:00AM 
 

Registration and Continental Breakfast 
 

9:00AM – 9:45AM 
 

Venue:    
Auditorium 

 

Welcome and Introductions: 
 

Marnie LaVigne, Ph.D. – Director, Business Development, New York State Center of Excellence  
                                         in Bioinformatics and Life Sciences 
 
 

Louis Grachos – Director, Albright-Knox Art Gallery 
 

The Honorable Paul Dyster – Mayor, City of Niagara Falls 
 

The Honorable Byron Brown – Mayor, City of Buffalo 
 

The Honorable Christopher Collins – Erie County Executive 
 

Bruce Holm, Ph.D. –  Executive Director, New York State Center of Excellence in Bioinformatics 
                                   Senior Vice Provost and Professor, University at Buffalo  
 

 
  Keynote Speaker: Thomas P. DiNapoli, New York State Comptroller 
 

“Fueling the New York State Economy”  
 
 

 

9:45AM – 10:45AM 
 

Venue: 
Auditorium 

 

Expert High-Tech Investor Panel Discussion: 
 
“Investing in the New Economy; Building the High-Tech Funding Pipeline in Western New York”  
 

Including Polaris Venture Partners, Credit Suisse, Summer Street Capital, Trillium Group, Office of 
the NYS Comptroller 
 
 
Facilitator: Daniel Penberthy 
                   Chief Financial Officer & Executive Vice President - Rand Capital, Buffalo NY 
 

 

10:45AM – 11:00AM 
 

 

Networking Break 

 

11:00AM – 12:00PM 
 

Venue: 
Auditorium 

 

High-Tech Company Showcase in Life Sciences, Energy, IT and Advanced Manufacturing 
 

Part I: 10 minute presentations by high-tech firms including those seeking to raise funds 
 
Company presentations include: AndroBioSys, Earth Energy, Menai Medical Ltd., RubberForm 
Recycled Products, and Health Transaction Network Corporation 
 
Moderator: Rick Richmond 
                    CEO - SiMPore, West Henrietta, NY 
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12:00PM – 1:00PM 
 

Venue: 
Clifton Hall 

 

Networking Luncheon 
 
 

Keynote Speaker: Rebecca Braun, President, JumpStart Ventures 
 

“JumpStarting a High-Tech Economy: Lessons From Cleveland”  
 
 
Moderator: Alfred Culliton 
                    Chief Operating Officer - ECIDA/Niagara Region Venture Fund, Buffalo NY 
 
 

 

1:00PM – 2:00PM 
 

Venue: 
Auditorium 

 

 

High-Tech Company Showcase in Life Sciences, Energy, IT and Advanced Manufacturing 
 

Part II: 10 minute presentations by high-tech firms including those seeking to raise funds 
 
Company presentations include: Kinex Pharmaceuticals, Orius Innovations, HYPER Wall, 
Advantage Home TeleHealth, and TheraSyn Pharmaceuticals 
 
Moderator: Andrew K. Gonsalves, Esq. 
                    Associate - Heslin Rothenberg Farley & Mesiti P.C., Rochester NY 
 

 

2:00PM – 2:15PM 
 

 

Networking Break 

 
2:15PM – 3:15PM 
 

Venue: 
Auditorium 

 

 
High-Tech Company Showcase in Life Sciences, Energy, IT and Advanced Manufacturing 
 
Part III: 10 minute presentations by high-tech firms including those seeking to raise funds 
 
Company presentations include: Empire Genomics, Kanick and Company, Buffalo Solar Boats, 
Niagara Dispensing Technologies, Inc., and FloodWatch 
 
Moderator: David Colligan, Esq. 
                    Partner – Watson, Bennett, Colligan, Johnson & Schechter, LLP, Buffalo NY 
 

 
3:15PM – 4:30PM 
 

Venue:  
Muse Restaurant / 
Sculpture Garden 

 

 
One Minute Pitches, Reception, Networking and Tours 
 
One minute pitches by a select group of high-tech companies seeking to raise funds 
 
Company presentations begin at 3:30PM and include: Medical Conservation Devices, Harvest 
Precision Components Inc., Liban, LifeCell Dx, InfoPreserve, Diagnaid Inc., NanoAxis, Balan 
Biomedical Inc., Advanced Cancer Theragnostics, and Welanguage International 
 
  
Moderator: Jack McGowan 
                    Consultant - Insyte Consulting, Buffalo NY 
  
Free tours of Albright-Knox Art Gallery available at 4:00PM. Sign up at registration table. 
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WNY delegation leads on UB 2020
Thanks to the hard work of our representatives in Albany, S.2020, the UB 2020 Flexibility and Economic Growth 
Act, passed the New York State Senate earlier this month. The bill is intended to give UB the financial flexibil-
ity to pursue the ambitious goals of UB 2020: to build a great public research university that is the catalyst for 
a thriving knowledge-based economy in our region. While the Assembly has not yet passed its version of the 
legislation, UB officials and the Western New York delegation will continue their strong advocacy efforts over the 
next several weeks and months so that when the legislature reconvenes, the bill will be well positioned to move 
through the legislature and on to the governor. 

Over the past five years, UB 2020 has become not only UB’s vision for its future as a world-class public research 
university, but also the community’s leading economic priority and its chief plan for revitalizing our region and 
state. UB is thankful for the continuing efforts of the Western New York legislative delegation members, who 
have shown great leadership and determination for our region.  

Now the collective focus must be on the future.  UB is looking forward to working with its campus, community, 
and legislative supporters, and with the new SUNY Chancellor, to secure the flexibility and funding that UB and 
its fellow SUNY campuses need to thrive and to fuel the economic revitalization of this region and state.

Sen. Stachowski receives Reaching Others award
New York State Senator William T. Stachowski received the Reaching Others award at UB’s 
Business Partners Day luncheon on June 4. Stachowski was honored for his leadership and 
advocacy on behalf of the university and its many partners. This was demonstrated most 
recently by his introduction and support of the UB 2020 Flexibility and Economic Growth 
Act, which passed the State Senate the evening before the luncheon. 

Simpson at economic development roundtable with Gov. Paterson
UB President John B. Simpson participated in a roundtable discussion hosted by Gov. David A. Paterson on 
June 10 at Greatbatch, Inc. in Clarence, N.Y. to discuss the governor’s “Bold Steps to a New Economy” plan. Gov. 
Paterson opened the session by summarizing the plan, which is based on knowledge, technology and innovation 

and will use federal stimulus dollars to drive eco-
nomic recovery in the fields of energy, environ-
mental protection, technology and health care.

Simpson drew the connection between this plan 
and the position that research universities like UB 
can play as catalysts for this new economy. Other 
participants, including Bruce Holm, executive 
director of UB’s New York State Center of Excel-
lence in Bioinformatics and Life Sciences; Erie 
County Executive Chris Collins; and Tom Hook, 
CEO of Greatbatch, spoke about the importance 
of the UB 2020 Flexibility and Economic Growth 
Act as the number one priority for the Western 
New York community. 

Sen. Stachowski

Gov. Paterson with (l-r) Greatbatch CEO 
Tom Hook, Erie County Executive Chris 
Collins and UB President John Simpson.
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Federal officials supportive of UB 2020
In separate meetings this month with UB President John B. Simpson, U.S. Senators Charles Schumer and Kirsten 
Gillibrand each expressed strong support for UB 2020 and the UB Flexibility and Economic Growth Act.  Both 
Senators expressed willingness, if needed, to reach out to leaders in Albany to advocate on UB’s behalf.  

In addition, Rep. Chris Lee sent a letter to Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver in support of the legislation.  In the 
letter, Rep. Lee says that the legislation, “is not just about making the University at Buffalo a great university; it is 
about greatly improving the prospects of a city that is the third poorest in the country and has one of the highest 

unemployment rates in the country. In these 
tough economic times, we need high-impact, 
low-cost solutions to help us out of our current 
situation. The UB Flexibility and Economic 
Growth Act is just that.”

UB thanks all the members of the Western New 
York federal delegation, including New York’s 
two distinguished senators, for their leadership 
and support.

UB Center of Excellence fuels the  
high-tech funding pipeline
UB’s New York State Center of Excellence in Bioinformatics and 
Life Sciences and its role as a driver of the region’s new economy 
was featured at the 2009 Explore Buffalo Niagara Investor High-
Tech Forum held on June 25 at the Albright-Knox Art Gallery. 
The forum was a highlight of the Explore Buffalo Niagara 2009 
program, which kicked off in May at the Center of Excellence with 
its Investor and Entrepreneur Energy Forum. The program fosters 
networking opportunities and support for local entrepreneurs. 

With more than two dozen homegrown companies in the life sci-
ences, energy, IT and advanced manufacturing sectors presenting, 
the High-Tech Forum was designed to facilitate and grow investor 
and entrepreneur involvement in the local high-tech economy. 
Among more than 250 attendees, dozens of institutional and 
individual investors were on hand to hear local companies make 
their pitches. 

UB’s Center of Excellence is part of UB’s emerging Downtown 
Campus. New projects on the campus include renovation of the 
former M. Wile building into a Downtown Gateway Complex for 
community and economic resources, and construction of a 10-sto-
ry global vascular treatment and research building with Kaleida 
Health. This new building also will be home to the UB Biosciences 
Incubator for new companies spun off from UB medical discover-
ies. For more, go to http://www.buffalo.edu/news/10195.

Save the date

UB-Kaleida groundbreaking 

Mark your calendars for the August 3 

groundbreaking of the UB Center for 

Clinical and Translational Research and 

Bioscience Incubator and the Global 

Vascular Institute that Kaleida Health 

Systems is building in partnership with 

UB. The collaboration is made possible 

in the 2009-10 

state budget 

by the transfer 

of $138 million 

in UB funding 

to the Buffalo 

2020 Development Corporation.  

Watch UB Gov:Newsline for more 

information about the event.

Sen. Gillibrand Rep. LeeSen. Schumer
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